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Thin-skinned

Kernot

teaches

Labor a lesson

YOU need not be a media
darling, nor have everything go
your way, to succeed in Aust-
ralian politics. Just ask John
Howard. You simply need a
voter-friendly balance of skills
and ideas, mixed with a thick
skin and loyal supporters.
You can argue all day about
Cheryl Kemnot's skills and
ideas. She lifted the Demo-
crats’ vote as leader and set a
largely sensible courSe of com-

promise. Yet she never per-,

formed strongly for the ALP.
Indeed, her book Speaking for
Myself Again reveals less
about her political skills than it
does about the thinness of her
own skin.

Politicians can be policy
nerds or hollow- media - cre-
ations — or somewhere in
between. Kemot rode high
with the media for a long time.
The downside was that
reporters delved into her past,
seeking information the voting
public might want to know.
People noticed her in airports,
gawked when she changed her
hair colour. And the level of
public scrutiny rose with her
aspirations. No wonder then
that the more mistakes Kernot
made, the more she was criti-
cised, the more she com-
plained, the more she lost
focus and the more she made
mistakes. Within four years the
woman most likely was the
one most likely to lose her seat.
And last year she did. ‘

Kemot complains . that
Labor never helped her handle
the media, and forced her into
a marginal seat. But good
politicians get their own mess-
age across, and turn marginal
seats into safe ones. No matter.
what the media or political
foes say about MPs, voters
know best. Other politicians
understand  that.  Kemot,
though, see it all in terms of a
conspiracy against her. That's
either egotism or paranoia.

Yet for all her faults, Cheryl
Kernot did not receive from
the ALP all the support she
needed or might have got had
she been someone else. Ker-
not's peculiar road to the
Labor front bench was always
risky. She complains that Kim
Beazley had trouble finding
time for her, that Labor didn't
have a plan to use her
strengths once she was — just
— elected in the Brisbane seat
of Dickson in 1998. Neither
problem should have sur-
prised her, given Beazley's own
troubles finding something to
stand on. Labor couldn’t afford
to mollycoddle a newcomer
who was already seen as a risk
after her outburst against the
party on election night.

But her problems with
Labor ran much deeper, and it
is here that history might smile
on Cheryl Kernot. Hers is a
classic tale of how the unre-

constructed, male-dominated
Labor Party chews up and
throws away fresh ideas and
young talent. Not that Kernot
was fresh nor especially young.
But she made her point suc-
cinctly in The Australian on
April 9 last year, writing tHat
the presidential approach to
politics was silencing young

Labor talent and “the sight of
Young Liberals,and Young
Labor emulating the worst -

factional jockeying of their
elders does nothing to com-
municate more idealistic con-
cermns to young Australians”,
This newspaper lauded her for
speaking out then, and despite
the faults of her book, hopes
the message will get through
again.

Kemot could have been a
vote-winner for Labor. What
went wrong is more than the
story of a flawed character, it is
the story of a flawed party.
While ever the ALP remains
hidebound by unions and fac-
. tions, it will never attract the
best people as members, let
. alone find suitable candidates
for preselection, or policies
that appeal to modern voters.
It is hard to parachute into
maze of strong mateship
allegiances where you owe
him and he. owes you. And
doing so as a woman is all the
harder. Kamikaze Kemot
should have known she could
not break that system alone.
Unlike other flawed labor
MPs, she had no-one to cover
for her. She quotes former
minister Gareth Evans as say-
ing Beazley never took a risk in
supporting her above factional
jealousies, A Kernot prefer-

» ence deal had almost ¢ost the

Labor leader his seat in 1993:
Moreover, shé suspects that
Beazley’s social conservatism
turned him against her after
her relationship with a former
student became public. By
contrast, when potential stars
are parachuted into the Liberal
Party, they are supported —
take ultra-marathon runner
Pat Farmer in the westen
Sydney seat of Macarthur.
They do not have factions or
unions to beat. And success is
rewarded. '

Of course Chernyl Kemot
might well have failed no
matter what Labor did for her.
Her skills in attracting lower
house votes and being a front-
bencher fell way short of her
ability to lead a Senate-based
protest party. She was simply
ill-equipped to beat “the old
politics of respectful appren-
ticeships” that runs the ALP.
Instead, she whinged. As
Simon Crean said in 1999:
“The trouble with Cheryl is she
says it out loud.” Now she's
said it hundreds of times in a
book. The question is, will
Labor listen?

One last fat chance

for a healthier life

THE good news is that Aust-
ralians are living longer and by
most measures are healthier
than we were. The bad news is
we're all going to die.

The release of the national
health audit last week was
noteworthy as much for the
largely positive picture it
painted as for the efforts of the
authors to wamn the public
about the dangers within.
While medical advances keep
saving us from the results of
our worst excesses, and we can
look forward to the day in
2070 when all children can
expect to live to 100, the truth
is that Australians are becom-
ing increasingly complacent.

The more we see others with
risky  lifestyles  surviving
despite themselves, the more
we think we're all right, Jack.
Yet we keep passing on bad
eating, drinking and exercise
habits to our children.

As health costs rise, society
won't be able to fix the prob-
lems our complacency creates.
Eventually the progress we
have made in reducing smok-
ing, blood pressure and fatty
foods will be outweighed by a
lot more fat, sick and dead
Australians with self-inflicted
health problems. Some people
— usually those with enough
time and money — are getting
the message. But it will take
much more to make all Aust-
ralians see the risks they take.

.We have to look at what has
worked so far. Norm and Life
Be In It did wonders until the

AND ANOTHER THING:

funding focus shifted to nat-
ional sporting elites. Luckily,
the focus is going back to

community health. But it's a .
slow process. With smoking, it -

took almost a decade to
change the culture that said
cigarettes were cool. What we
need now is a similar culture
shock to show Australians that
medical cures are nowhere
riear as good as prevention. A
few words to the victims of
lung cancer and heart disease
would shock many individual
self-abusers to their senses. A
glance at the Intergenerational
Report released with the fed-
eral Budget would also high-
light the stark choice between
healthier lives and higher
taxes. And we have to ask
whether the pursuit of the easy
life can retain priority over
personal exercise, especially
with so many children parked
in front of computer games
and televisions. Schools must
clearly do more to encourage
physical ~activity and more
walking to school.
Australians are sports-mad,
yet almost four in 10 of us are
so physically inactive it
endangers our health. And half
of all Australian children will
be overweight or obese within
20 years. Unless we want them
to have a fatter, lazier and
riskier life, we should stop
expecting science to find a
magic pill to save us from
ourselves. Let's get off our
backsides now and start taking
health seriously. .

THE ABC is making a big to-do about its 70th birthday. Funny,

it doesn’t look a day over 69,
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No side innocent

LIKE Gabriel Sassoon (Letters,
28/6), I congratulate your paper
for calling a spade a spade as far
as Hamas and its terrorist
activities are concerned. I also
agree with George Bush that
peace negotiations cannot be
made with those who are con-
nected with terrorist groups.
I would, however, like a few
column inches given over to
Ariel Sharon’s membership’ of
the Haganah and the past
atrocities committed by them
and others (Irgun and the Stern
Gang, for example) againstgw‘Pal-
estinians, the Britishy army and ™
diplomats (evén their own
people on the SS Patria) and

atrocities being committed now |

by the “road safety committees”
against Arab-Israelis. Leaders
and former leaders on both
sides are or have been involved
in terrorism. To call one side
terrorists, the other freedom
fighters, is counterproductive in_
attempts to force a peace.
Neither side's extremists will
ever agree to a dual-state.

David Wylie

Armadale, WA
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THOSE critics lampooning
John Howard for arselicking
the Americans in Washington
recently, should remember that
without the American alliance
our defence budget would have
to be three to four times greater
than it is at present. The public
can't have it both ways, and
neither can the critics when it
comes to government spending.

However, I would prefer to be
totally independent in foreign

“policy 'and defence matters,

even if it costs morte than to be
America’s lap dog, at their beck
and call every time they whistle.

The reason is, the Americans
know we run defence on the
cheap compared with them, so
they take advantage of that fact
whenever they want to. '

Unfortunately, the public
would not bear the pain of cuts
in other areas of government
spending to be totally indepen-
dent of US influence and pres-
sure inn military matters; politi-
cally the Prime Minister has
little choice if he wants to
survive and his party to remain
in power.

Dominic Scullino
Nerang, Qld
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Standards tainted from the top down

I CAN'T agree with your edi-
torial (29-30/6) that we still
expect standards of decency
and fairness from our poli-
ticians and sports stars.

Kiddies’ Korner on the ABC
(the telecast of parliamentary
question time), and the shenani-
gans that embraces, display a
distinct disregard for the intelli-
gence and sensibilities of the
Australian public.

And sfedging in cricket, mari-
tal antics in the AFL, extra-
curricular rugby activities in
night clubs, tennis tantrums,
and now sling-shots in athletics

. sporting icons? I'd better
check my dictionary.

Gorden Tallis losing it for a
few minutes was hardly unex-
pected, but Idid think his rough
treatment by dragging some
mother's wee boy 20 ' yards
across the ground and deposit
ing him on the sideline a little
over the top. As the soccer
commentator said: “all’s fair in
love and war”, the rest is history.

S.McPherson
Mooloolah, Qld

YOU must be joking.

How can your editorial be
taken at all seriously when right
next to it is a cartoon exhibiting
the identical bad taste you so
roundly condemn? :

The Leak cartoon falls way
short of the “standards of
decency and fairness” that your
article goes to great lengths to
defend.

Brian Wilmott
Brisbane, Qld
IT would appear the bleeding

obvious words uttered by the
likes of Mark Latham are

judged profane by our moral
guardians, while the most vul-
gar, divisive and vilifying
remarks generated by other
politicians and directed at min-
ority groups are considered
morally appropriate
couched in the Queen's proper
English. The hateful state-
ments and lies from Philip Rud-
dock regarding asylum-seekers
are the best example of this.

Your editorial appears ta sup-
port the view that it is OK to be
hateful and bigoted as long as
you are well dressed and speak
properly.

Dr Ravi Sidhu
New Farm, Qld

I COULDN'T help but chuckle
to myself when I read Patrick
Smith's article “Tallis proves a
dill as he signs off on Australia
captaincy” (Sport, 28/6).

Smith suggests that Gorden
Tallis, playing in the rugby
State of Origin game, showed
“the self control of an Italian
soccer fan” and that “either way
{helshould never be handed the
Australian captaincy”.

The. photos further imply
that some of our greatest sport-
ing heroes- have publicly dis-
graced themselves and brought
ill repute on their given sport.

While many may take
Smith's point in regard to the
behaviour of some of our sport-
ing stars, he has cast a slur on
the spectators at the game, and
by saying that the telecast of
the State of Origin game was
“on delay in Adelaide but that's
all right because those simple
folk need the extra time to take
it all in”,

Clearly that Smith has such

when

little regard for the intellect of
South Australians, not to men-
tion their feelings, only goes to
show it is not only our sporting
heroes who publicly disgrace
themselves, but an “award-
winning columnist” is also capa-
ble of it. May I suggest: “men
behaving badly"?

Louise Vivian
Tusmore SA

IT seems the problem FIFA has

"had with its World Cup officials

parallels the situation in rugby
league in the 1990s. Australian
Rugby League (as it was) sat

 back and harped on about the

poor quality of overseas referees
in matches involving Australia,
instead of putting the effort into
the development at junior lev-
els. FIFA has to realise that
these officials are the best they
have, and the problem is at the
grass roots — you are only as
strong as your weakest link.

National league referee Bill
Harrigan's emotional outburst,
coinciding with the intense
scrutiny of soccer officials, sup-
ports this point, Harrigan has
pleaded for support of young
referees rather than criticism.

And to those countries that
think they've been robbed by
dud decisions, why don't they
have a look at the standard of
their skills rather than the stan-
dard of the officials.

One of the beauties of soccer
is that there are no television
replays, so it involves split-
second decision making from
players and officials. Ultimately
only a player can win or lose a
match, not a referee.

Glen Turner
Shellharbour, NSW

TALLIS'S defence of his lan-
guage and hand signals at the
end of the State of Origin
match leaves me cold. If signs in
the audience demeaned his
mother, would his response
have negated them? Equally
Mark Latham’s foul language
offends. I'm sure this will cause
some mirth, but I thought we
should look up to both pol-
ticians and sportsmen as good
examples for our youth and
society in general These two
have let us down badly. '

Fran Clayton
Woree, Qld

WHAT a fantastic playoff
between South Korea and Tur-
key — brilliant displays of skill,
beautiful footwork, one of the
best free kicks ever; and the
display of sportsmanship — the
two teams joining hands to
celebrate the tournament
together, winners helping the
losers to their feet and taking a
walk of honour together, I'd like
to see that in an oval-ball code.

Dan Meijer
Wollstonecraft, NSW

CAN the World Cup survive?

Germany 1, Korea 0, and the
Koreans were still celebrating,

They weren't claiming they
were robbed. They weren't riot-
ing in the streets. They weren't
screaming at the system. They
didn't blame the draw. They
simply said, “We're proud of
what we did do.”

Surely there is no place for
people like this in modern<ay
sport — they’ll ruin the game,

H.C. Reeves
Mount Barker, WA

|

Women’s white-out

I WAS outraged to read about
the lenient sentence handed
down to the killer of an Aborigi-
nal woman, which Rosemary
Neill reported on in “Courts add
insult to black injuries” (Opin-
ion, 28/6).

A man fatally kicked a
woman in the head, tearing an
artery in the base of her brain.
The lawyer for the accused

argued that he was a victim of.

conflicting cultural values and

the original charges of murder

and manslaughter were down-
graded to a charge of commit-
ting a dangerous act, for which
he will serve 15 months of a
three-year sentence.

What kind of justice is this?

I am curious to know the
gender of both the judge and
lawyer concerned because, as
Rosemary Neill points out, most
of the indigenous victims of
murder, manslaughter and seri-
ous assault are women.

Lorraine Chester
Boonah, Qld

ALP will to reform, a positive

YOUR editorial (29-30/6) and
Mike Steketee'’s article (Week-
end Inquirer, 29-30/6) contain
general truths regarding the
need for reform in the ALP,

Depressingly, you understate
the level of distortion against
“lay” member influence in
Western Australia. Alas, it is
still 60:40 with only 15 per cent
_local member preselection.

You fail to appreciate, how-
ever, that notwithstanding the
current acrimony, the ALP is at
least looking at restructure. I
contrast this with the state of
the Liberals. By any account,
the Liberal Party is subject to as
‘many “ghost members” and
organisational dysfunction as
the ALP. The last federal poll in
WA resonates with the failure
of the party machine, To the

educated analyst, seats such as
Swan and Stirling really should

- have fallen to the Government,
We had weak candidates and

- tribalism to contend with, yet,
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the Liberals had preselected
incompetent or contentious
local candidates who alienated
support and had no real support
base in resources, research or
members on the deck.

In contrast, as an organiser
for Labor's 1998 Swan cam-
paign, our electoral council
regularly had attendances of
60-70 members. On polling day
we mustered 238 volunteers, I
would not expect that the Lib-
erals could match this in two
electoral councils,

Unfortunately, due to inter-
nal party warfare, much of our
infrastructure will always be
subject to fluctuation. That the
party recognises this is the first
step in finding some balance.

Let the reforms continue. For
the sake of a truly representa-
tive democracy, I hope the Lib-
erals will follow suit. ‘

Tony Walker
Lathlain, WA

KEVIN RUDD'S submission to
the Wran-Hawke review of the
ALP (28/6), if nothing else, is a
clear indication of the terrain
political debate now occupies.
Kevin hopes the ALP is still a
party of the “centre-Left”, when
what we clearly have is a
Thatcherite Right party in Gov-
erhment, opposed by a centre-
Right party in the ALP.
Kevin’s proposals are typical
of ALP malaise. They rush to
wash their hands of values, pos-
itions and plain old guts, to
embrace morally bankrupt
third-wayisms that drape them-

_selves in hollow nationalistic

rhetoric and provide nothing in

the way of real alternatives to

the continuing upward redistri-
bution of wealth in our society.

Please, Kevin, resign and join
the Liberals. I want an ALP that
is truly Left of centre again.

Shane Strange
Bulimba, Qld
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If the foul-mouthed
Mark Latham sees

himself as Paul Keating Mark Il

he should keep in mind what

happened to Keating Mark !,

S.A. Millar

Kirribilli, NSW

Memo to Mark Latham¢

Nexttime quoteitin -
Latin; we’ll all get the message,
including the Queen, and
nobody will bat an eyelid.

Paul Ruddy

Newcastle, NSW
E George, with so many «

home-grown, corporate
terrorists destroying the US from
within, why are you bothering
about imported ones? Your own
candoitfaster. :
Robert S. McCormick

Bridgewater, SA

E Pork chops for footwear?
Now | know where the

cockneys get their expression,

“plates of meat’’. ‘

LenJames

Toowoomba, Qld

Missing persons update:
Where is Osama bin
Laden? How sick is Mal Colston?
Hans Brandstatter

Bentleigh, Vic

Unmanaged risk
THE PM doesn't want to use
taxpayers’ money to bail out
doctors in the indemnity crisis.
Four weeks ago, my sister-in-
law delivered her third healthy
child in Michigan. The day
following the delivery, the child
recorded one temperature spike

and received a full septic screen ™,

including blood tests, a lumbar
puncture and chest x-ray, fol-
lowed by three days of IV anti-
biotics. A conservative cost of
$US4000, because the pedia-
trician claims this is “risk
management”driven protocol
and that he would not have
done it if he'd had a choice,

If you think this is not going
to happen here, think again; it
already is. All of us will pay for
the lack of leadership the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition
are showing over this issue.

Is it true you cannot sue a
barrister over their court per-
formance because the system
says it would impede their judg-
ment to work under the duress
of litigation? Try operating on
someone’s brain?

Mr PM, you are using the
taxpayers’ money to bail out the
system, but you won't admit it,

Steve Birrell, surgeon
Medindie, SA

The law that rules

JUDGING from the responses
to Janet Albrechtsen’s article
on “judicial activism” (Opinion,
26/6), there is a common miscon-
ception about the role of the
common law in judicial decision-
making.

Contrary to the implication
conveyed in some of the letters
criticising Ms Albrechtsen’s
views (Letters, 28/6), valid legis-

lation overrides inconsistent
common law. This fundamental

principle of our system of law
has been reaffirmed continually
by the High Court, and applies
regardless of whether the legis-
lation in question unfairly
infringes the rights of minori-
ties or not.

It is true that leglislation can
in certain situations be held to
be invalid because of inconsist-
ency with the common law.
However, these relatively rare
situations only arise where the
common law has special force
by virtue of an applicable consti-
tutional provision.

An example of this is the

section in our Constitution
which requires “just terms”
compensation for the acqui-
sition of property under Com-
monwealth law. Thus, only the
courts can determine (through
application of the common law)
what constitutes “just terms”
compensation, But there are
very few of these types of pro-
visions within our Constitution,

The rule of law requires
judges to apply the law accord-
ing to law, even when the out-
come is unjust, ‘

Jim South .
Mt Gravatt East, Qld
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RONALDO, the gap-toothed
magician of Brazilian foot-
ball, wielding his golden boot
with breathtaking skill, last
night led his team back to its
rightful place at the peak of
world soccer.

Exorcising the demons of a
ghastly performance on the
same stage four years ago and
the months of injury hell
since, Ronaldo scored the two
goals that gave Brazil a
record fifth World Cup with a
richly deserved 2-0 victory
over a fighting Germany.

The result gives Ronald
eight goals' for the tourna-
ment — winning him the
golden boot —and a total of 12
World Cup goals, the equal of
Brazilian legend Pele.

In the moments of euphoria
following the final whistle, as

his name, Ronaldo, weeping
and laughing almost at the
same time, thanked God and

his physiotherapist.

. “Thegoalcrowned my work

and the work of the whole
team. I worked for years try-
ing to recover from that
injury, and today God
reserved this for me and the
Brazilian team. I am very
happy,” he said.

It was a gripping final, and”

a fitting end to the 31 days
- that would forever change

" the World Cup.
. It was the first time the

world’s biggest sporting event
had been to Asia and it was
the first warning that nations
such as South Korea, Turkey,
the US and Senegal would no
longer be content merely to
qualify but would be prepared
to challenge the world's best.

In the end, however, this
tournament rightly belonged
to the most famous and dec-

the crowd of 69,029 chanted

‘Today God
reserved this for me
and the Brazilian
team. 1am very

happy’

Ronaldo

orated football nation of all
In winning, the Brazilians
laid to rest the chimeras born
of their darkest hour, the 3-0
humiliation at the hands of
France in the final in Paris
four years ago.

Therelief of having secured
a victory most of the world
had already awarded them —
but which they had to fight all
the way for because the Ger-
mans refused to lie down —
was evident as the Brazilian
players wrapped themselves
in their country’s flag and
filled Yokohama stadium
with their prayers.

The devastated German
players, who were far from
disgraced and fought to the
end, could only look on, many
of them also in tears,
although of a different taste.

It was ironic that the pri-
mary reason this overachiev-
ing German team even made
the historic first final in Asia

‘the astonishing goal-
keeping of their captain, Oli-
ver Kahn — was in the end
what cost them a fourth
World Cup.

Kahn had conceded only
one goal in six matches dur-
ing this tournament and it
appeared his legend would
grow in the first half when
Ronaldo — clearly not fully fit
— wasted three chances to
put Brazil ahead.

But “The Phenomenom?”,
as they called the now 26-year-
old Ronaldo when he burst on
to the international scene in
the late 1990s, finally cast off -
his demons- after 66 minutes
when Kahn uncharacterist-
ically fumbled a strike from
Riyvaldo that fell to him for a
simple tap-in. :

He put Brazil's fifth cham-
plonship beyond doubt in the
79th minute with a clinical
strike from the edge of the
area, which flew by Kahn's
outstretched fingertips and
into the corner of the net,.
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Ontop of the wo(rld’: Ronaldo celebrates the match-winning perfor

Tim Boreham

AN ATM revolution is set to
bring down the cost of making
a cash withdrawal by up to 25
per cent,

Changes proposed under an
agreement being considered
by the Big Four banks, credit
unions and the Reserve Bank
could slash costs and give con-
sumers greater choice of ATM
services,

The changes would also
allow — and probably compel
— ATM owners to warn cus-
tomers of the real cost of
making a transaction and give
them the choice to stop that
transaction and shop around
for a cheaper alternative.

In its 2000 report on credit
and debit card interchange
fees, the Reserve estimated
the real cost of an ATM trans-
action at 50c, compared with
the average fee of $1.35 for
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o> The average fee for-
. Using an ATM operated by
a bank otherthanyour-

using an ATM owned by a
bank other than your own.
Until now the banks — with
the exception of Westpac —
have opposed reforms on the
grounds of the expensive tech-
nology costs involved in provid-
ing ATM services. But, given
looming credit card reforms,
they have changed their tune.
The proposed changes have

their origins in the same piece
of Reserve Bank research that
led to the current spat over
credit card reforms.

“Banks have realised if they
don’'t introduce more trans-
parent fees and charging mod-
els the Reserve Bank will sim-
ply come along and do_ it
instead,” one banker said.

Customers who use another
bank’s ATM are charged a so-
called “foreign” ATM fee by
their own banking institution.

As with bank-owned credit
card schemes for Visa and
MasterCard, ATM tirans
actions also involve a fee paid
between participants. *

The bank that owns the
ATM also charges a fee —
known as an interchange fee
—to the customer’s institution
as compensation for process-
ing the transaction.

As with credit card fees,
however, the Reserve has

e
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argued that these fees do not
reflect the real cost of provid-
ing the service and are not
subject to market forces.

In 1999, banks reaped
$230 million in ATM inter-
change fees, with 30 per cent of
all ATM transactions done on
foreign ATMs.

Under the changes, an ATM
owner would be able to vary the
fee payable by the consumer,
depending on the location or
level of customer demand.

The owner would disclose on
screen the cost of the trans-
action, giving the user the
option of not continuing.

Theoretically, the changes
would open the market to a
plethora of non-bank ATM
owners. Consumers would
have the choice of perhaps a
dozen ATMs in a busy
location. If one price was too
high, they would simply gotoa
cheaper machine.

i
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Telstra’s $1.bn
call to Hong Kong

Glenda Korporaal
eHong Kong

Mark Westfield
David King

MALCOLM Turnbull has
brokered a deal that will give
Telstra 100 per cent control
of Hong Kong's second-
biggest mobile phone com-
pany, CSL.

Telstra paid $1.2 billion to
buy out a 40 per cent share in
CSL held by its Hong Kong
partner, Pacific - Century
CyberWorks. L

The buyout, which will be
announced to the Australian
Stock Exchange this morn-
ing, raises questions about
whether Telstra could be
gearing up for another
major foray into the Asian
mobile phone market.

Mr Turnbull, an adviser to

PCCW chairman and chief’

executive Richard Li, is
understood to ~ have
approached. Telstra about
the deal last year. Mr 14
appointed Mr Turnbull to the
board of internet infrastruc-
ture company. Reach, Tel-
stra’s other joint venture
with PCCW, last year. “It's
Malcolm’s deal really,” Mr Li
said in Hong Kong yesterday.

Telstra is also set to launch

a  major - infrastructure
spending project aimed at
improving telecommuni-

cations in the bush.

Communications Minister
Richard Alston, on a bush
tour to help build support for
the full privatisation of the
telco, will launch the initiat-
ive today with Telstra Coun-
try Wide chief Doug Camp-
bell. The project aims to
improve - service levels,
reduce faults and restore lost
services for customers living
in rural areas. Wiring, cabl-
ing and links between
exchanges and customer
premises will all be targeted.

Under the Hong Kong
deal, PCCW will redeem a
$UST50 million ($1.33 billion)
bond with Telstra, issued last
year, and repay $US54.4 mil-
lion in interest.

While Hong Kong brokers
argued over the weekend

“that the price paid by Telstra

was high, valuing the mobile
company at about $2800 per
subscriber, the debt-free
CSL is by far the most prof-
itable mobile company in
Hong Kong with the highest
average revenue per yser.
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Samba time: Brazilian fans fn Melbourne »
A nation gets
up and dances

Kristine Gough
AFP

BRAZIL broke into wild samba cele-
brations, car horns blared, fireworks
exploded and millions of Brazilians waving
the national colours streamed into the
streets to pay homage to the team that
-collected the “penta” — a fifth World Cup
title, unequalled by any other country.

Four years after Brazil went into mourn-
ing following the 1998 World Cup final defeat
by France, the nation reclaimed its pride as
the cradle of Pele’s “beautiful game”,

For a while Latin America's biggest
country can forget the struggle against
hard times and a bleak economic future.

Both goals by Ronaldo, now elevated to
near sainthood, sparked seismic eruptions
of joy in Rio de Janeiro, where samba bands
launched a massive street party. The dance
frenzy gripped Copacabana beach, where
fans saw the game on a big screen.

It was the same at the Copacabana Barin
the inner-Melbourne suburb of Colling-
wood. When Ronaldo scored the first goal in
the 67th ear-splitting minute, hands went
into the air and stayed there. All 2000 people
in the bar were on their feet, gyrating to the
samba rhythms. :

Asthe second goal found its mark, chants
rang out in Portuguese along with the
global football anthem “Ole, Ole, Ole, Ole.”

At the final whistle, the room erupted and
the patrons settled in for a long night's
dancing and celebrating.

Berlin’s bar gloom — Page 2
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HE NATION
4.DPP claim

The controversy
surrounding a West
Australian 1994 murder
conviction yesterday
moved to the Supreme
Courtbenchwith .
allegations that key
fotensic evidence
presented to the then-
Director of Public:
Prosecutions, John
McKechnie QC, was not
provided to the defence.

THE WORLD
5 Terror bounty

Pakistan has issued a
“most wanted”’ list of 10
suspected Islamic
militants, offering big -
‘rewards for their capture
in connection with the
killing of US reporter
Daniel Pearl and bombmg
of Western targets.

S;PO T
19 Sailor stay

Wallaby coach Eddie Jones
must continue to play
Wendell Sailor to
maximise the league
convert’s potential for the
2003 World Cup. But
Sailor’s position in the
Wallaby squad is under
threat following
Australia’s 31-25 win
against France.

BUSINESS
27 Hard times

These are times of
suspicion and scarcity for
investors looking for new
floats in which to put their
mdney but there is light at
the end of the tunnel and
those which survive the
drought may be stronger
forit.

T he;vAustraIi‘an

THE price of The
Australiantoday rises 10¢e
t0 $1.20. It Tasmania, with
freight costs, the price rises
o $1.40.

Wage increase

‘deters investors’

THE peak employer group
'yesterday said the Industrial
“Relations Commission’s de-

cision last month to increase
- the minimum wage already

was deternng mvestment :
Releasmg its quarterly sur-
vey of investor confidence,
the Australian Chamber of
. Comnniéree and Industry said
that near record business
+'optimismi il the March quar-
ter had started to trail-off. -

' While inveéstors continued

to believe the economy would
improve, ‘they cited wage

costs as the second-greatest
deterrent to investment.

Steve Lewis
o Chief political reporter

IN a provocative move to
rein in militant trade
unions, the Howard Gov-
ernment is considering
dramatically expanding its
industrial relations powers
to act as a “public prosecu-

“tor” in defence of small

business.

Workplace Relations Minis-
ter Tony Abbott yesterday
confirmed' the Government

was considering a new polic-
ing.role, which he said was
necessary to counter the
“inequiality of power” between
large unions and smaller
enterprises.

The Government’s hard-
line approach follows a dam-
aging national dispute in the
automotive sector involving
the Australian Manufactur-
ing Workers Union.

Intensifying his anti-union
pitch, Mr Abbott said: “What
_wehave seen gver the past few

years is that the law works

very well most of the time, but
in some instances there is an
inequality ~ of  bargaining
power, particularly between
medium-sized companies and
very powerful unions.

“That's where I think there
is a potential role for the

Government,” he told the
Seven Network’s Sunday
Sunrise.

Mr Abbott has been frus-
trated by the failure of
employer groups to prosecute
the AMWU in response to the

industrial action that sev erely{'

disrupted production in the
automotive sector.

But he dismissed sugges-
tions he was obsessed by the
union movement. “I just want

‘ unions to operate under the

law, the way everyone else
should operate,” he said.

As relations between the
labour movement and the
Government soured, AMWU
national secretary Doug Cam-
eron accused Mr Abbott of a
McCarthyite . campaign to
smear the unions.

Mr Abbott's push was about

the “vilification of organis-

ations and individuals”, Mr
Cameron said.
The manufacturing

employers’ organisation, the
Australian Industry Group,
endorsed Mr Abbott's call for
a new umpire who could pros-
ecute rogue unions.

“What he’s raising is quite
proper. But whether it's the
Government or a tribunal
needs to be studied,” AIG
chief executive Bob Herbert
said.

But ACTU

president ,

Abbott’s power push to tackle union

Sharan Burrow accused Mr
Abbott of attempting - to
weaken the position of, all
workers.

“Tony Abbott’s recipe is for
total power to the employers,
particularly the big multi-
nationals,” Ms Burrow said.

Criticising Mr Abbott’s push
to give the Government a
policing role, she said it was
similar to ‘the Attorney-
General Daryl Willilams's
efforts to bring in new laws
allowing him to outlaw groups
or individuals. - '

-bargain in good faith”.

“It is a total disregard*’fo‘i*‘
the separation of powers,” Ms
Burrow said.

“Tony Abbott has a much‘
greater will to be judge and ™~
juror than to be a minister

responsible for industrial
relations.”
Opposition workplace:.

relations spokesman Ropert::
McClelland said Mr Abbott "
would do better to restore the
powers of the Australian
Industrial Relations Com-
mission “to direct parties to

Howard kicks off
European tour

Dennis Shanahan
e Political editor

- SOCCER fan John Howard

left for a two-week European
tour yesterday and missed
the World Cup final

As well as being a strong
supporter of the St George
rugby league club and a reg-
ular at Wallaby rugby union
matches, the Prime Minister
is a keen soccer fan.

But after departing yes-
terday with a tip that Brazil
would win the cup, Mr How-
ard’s schedule has ruled out a
relaxed night in front of the
television.

The Prime Munster w1ll
arrive in Frankfurt after Ger-

" many knows the result of the

match.

He will travel to Berhn and
Munich as part of a short
German trip that will include
a meeting with leadmg busi-
nessmen. s

Mr Howard will fly from
Germany to Italy, where he
will meet the Pope, and make
a side-trip to Crete to recog-

- nise the close association
- between Crete and Australia

during World War IL -

In response to an invitation
from Greece, Mr Howard will
also visit Athens and meet
the Greek Olympic com-
mittee. .

From Athens, Mr-Howard
will go to’ Brussels wheré he
will argue for greater access
for Australian producers to
the European Union. =~ *

PM; s |t|nerary

' Monday: Arrives Frankfurt

- Getmany.

Tuesday Arrivés Berhn,

- meets Chancellor Schrode
adnesday: Breakfast

with former.

Th day« Meetings w;th
anster Costag -

‘ Fnday' Meets Pres:dent
onstandinos -+ *

ephanopoulos. Amves in

* Roimie, + =

* Saturday: Audience with -

‘ the Pope. -

- sunday: Arrives Crete:

: Wreath-laying ceremony at
mmonwealth Wae: st:
raves. Returns to Rome.
Mo;aday : Méets Presndent ,

Wednesday* Meets EC
resident | Romano Prod|.
rsday: Ar 'v

Saturday

Simon Crean s visiting
Europe at the same time as
the Prime Minister, although
the Opposition Leader will
travel from Europe to Wash- -
ington for the second half of
his two-week trip.

Glenn Milne - Page 11

Navy dld all it could
for boatpeople: PM

" Duncan Macfarlane

JOHN Howard yesterday
defended the Australian navy
despite evidence it failed to

spot the refugee boat, dubbed

Siev X, that sank and
drowned 353 asylum-seekers.

Dismissing reports of the
tragedy and subsequent Sen-
ate inquiry as “outrageous”,
the Prime Minister said the
navy had fulfilled its moral
obligations:

“The navy did everything
that could reasonably be
expected and the continued
attempt to implicate them,
and in some way to imply they
are responsible for this tragic
accident,” I think it’s quite
appalling,” Mr Howard said.

His comments follow a
report in The Weekend Aust-
ralian that a navy P3 Orion
plane had flown over the area
where survivors were clinging

to debris of their vessel on
October 19 and 20 last year.

The patrols were not sent to
the area specifically to search
for the Siev X, despite unclear
intelligence that an over-
loaded vessel was headed for
Christmas Island.

News that planes searched
near Indonesian territory

appears to contradict testi- |

mony by incoming navy chief
Rear-Admiral Chris Ritchig,
who sald the surveillance
focused on Christmas Island.
The man who first cast
doubt on the affair, former
diplomat and visiting Austral-
ian National University fellow
Tony Kevin, said the new
details reinforced his fears.
“If one was serious about
trying to find the boat, one
wouldn't simply maintain
one’s regular search pattern
involving just one pass over a
huge area,” Mr Kevin said.

Into a Berlin beer glass, darkly

Resignation: German fans in Berlin watch the World Cup soccer last night

Peter Wilson
¢ Berlin

GERMAN fans packed into a
Berlin bar groaned at Ronal-
do's first goal, sighed at his
second then shrugged off
defeat in a World Cup final
they never expected to reach.

The calm reaction in-the
Bier-Company was typical of
the subdued response across
Germany, a nation that is still
uncomfortable with open dis-
plays of nationalism.

“I never dared to hope we
would get this far and nowI'm
happy I didn't hope too
much,” said Andy Schroeter,
who'd painted his face in the
national colours to watch the
game at the Bier-Company, a
corner bar in Berlin-Mitte, a
newly fashionable district of
the former East Berlin.

“Four weeks ago everyone
said this was Germany's worst-
ever team, so you have to be
happy with reaching the final”

This calm resignation was
typical of the 150-odd workers
and students packed into the
bar and a world away from the
anguish that would greet such
a defeat in Brazil, England or
any other exuberantly
nationalist soccer nation.

It is also a remarkable con-
trast to the triumphant pre-
dictions that Germany would
rule the sdccer world after its
reunification in 1990.

The then coach Franz Beck-
enbauer declared after win-
ning the cup in 1990 that “the
German team will be unbeat-
able, I'm sorry about that for
the rest of the world”.’

East Germany had beaten

West Germany in their only

World Cup clash in 1974 and
the marriage of the two was
supposed to create the game's
new superpower.

But unification has not
delivered for German soccer.

Fewer than one in five of
this year's squad were East
German and only one East
German team plays in the
18-club Bundeshga, Hansa
Rostock from a grim port city
on the Baltic.

The east's government-
funded sports machine dis-
appeared, leaving survival
dependent on commercial
support and dooming most of
the eastern clubs.

Gernmians are not in the
habit of dressing in their nat-
ional colours, and waving the
flag is generally left to the far-
Right, so the tentative dis-
plays of nationalism during

Picture: Actionpress

the cup show a country feeling
its way to a more confident
means of celebrating success.

Public gatherings in Berlin
and Munich were limited to
10,000 people. There were
more excited celebrations dur-
ing the tournament from
Turkish immigrants over-
Joyed at Turkey's success. .

The most disappointed fan
in Germany may be Chancel-
lor Gerhard Schréder, who
was hoping for a feel-good
factor to boost his struggling
re-election campaign.

All three  of Germany’s
World Cup titles have been
followed by the re-election of a
chancellor. )

Mr Schrider's conservative
challenger Edmund Stoiber is
now set to travel with the
team from Japan to Ger-
many, stealing the limelight.

ties with

workers

Steve Lewis
¢ Chief political reporter

LABOR'S (f{lirtation with
Tony Blair's “third way" pol-
icy agenda has come under
renewed attack from senior
figures on the Left, who have
warned that the ALP faces
six more years in opposition
unless it re-connects with its
working-class base.

Challenging Simon Crean
to articulate a new reform
agenda, Labor's manufac-
turing spokesman George
Campbell said the ALP
appeared “wedded to public
opinion rather than our own
principles”.

In his submission to the
ALP's internal review, Sen-~
ator Campbell attacked the
previous Labor leadership
for failing to offer an
alternative to the Coalitiorf
and “hoping to slip inta
office by astute use of mar:
ketmg and polling”.

“Instead of a vision, Labor
as the leading Left party in
Australia has been reduced
to ‘oppositionism’,” he said.

Echoing these views, the
head of the Leftcontrolled
Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union, Doug Cam-
eron, renewed his warning
that Labor faced another two
terms out of Government.

“Unless Labor start con-
centrating on the key issues
for working familles in this’
country and if they still con-
tinue to look at modernis-
ation on the basis of a Blair-
ite approach ... then there's
an inevitability that Labor
will not return to power
quickly,” he told the Ten

network’s Meet the Press’

program. The British Prime
Minister’s so-called third-

way politics seeks a balance

of economic dynamism and
social security. :

Outgoing Labor senator -

Chris Schacht, the victim of
a cross-factional deal in

. South Australia, called for
unions’ voting strength to be

curbed by ensuring that only
those members who wanted
to be affiliated with the ALP
be allowed to vote.

“Then those members, not
the union secretary, votein a
ballot to select the delegates

_to go to state conferences of

the ALP,” he told the ABO S

Insiders program.

“That would be a major
democratisation within the
party.” s

fj];f'able" 1: State of parties in Senate from July 1

Table 2: Long-term senators from July 1*

Table 3: Short-term senators from July 1*

Party . NSW Vic Qd WA SA Tas NT_ ACT Total  Paty  NSW Vic Qd WA SA Tas NI ACT Total  Paty - NSW Vic Qd WA
~ Labor ‘ ' ' Labor 3322
. Liberal Lberll 2 2 2 3
-~ ational T T National

Democrat < 1. 1 Democrat 1 - 1 1

Gréen- = -1 - Green - - - -

w B
[

* “One Natiori
‘Independent -

ACT Total

SA Tas NT

*Long-term seriators are those 36 senators whose ferms expire on June 38; 2008, having been slected on Noverber 10, 2001

*Short- [erm senglors are the 36 senators whose ferms expire on June 30, 2005, plus the four territory senators who do not
rotate but have terms expiring at the next House of Representatives general election.

Do the sums: double dlSSOluthIl threat is hollow

‘COMMENTARIES so far on-

“the; Senate, possible = double-
* dissolution triggers and so-called
“porder protection” (an Orwel-
:Han. phrase that I insist must
always be pIaced in inverted
: commas) seeny to me largely to
~have missed the point, - .
Once the arithmetic of the
Senate is explained, and prop-
erly understood, it can easily
be seen that there will not be a
double dissolution. The next

federal election will be for the:

House of Representatives and
half the Senate. It could take

place as early as October 2004 -

or as late as March 2005,

For that reason; the combin-.

ation of senators from Labor,

Democrats; Greens and Inde-
now - holding a -

pendents

majority would be well advised

to use that majority in a prin-
?

Malcolm Mackerras

cipled and humanitarian way.
I have no doubt they will

It can be seen from Table 1
that the combination of Labor,
Democrats, Greens and Inde-
pendents (which I call “the
humanitarian majority”) have
40 senators at present. Against
that there are 36 senators
constituting what I call “the
anti-humanitarian minority”.
That 36 consists of 31 Liberals,

-

four Nationals and the sole
Hansonite, Len Harris.

Now look at Table 2. Notice
that the Coalition has 18 long-
term senators while the com-
bination of Labor, Democrats
and Greens is also 18,

In November 2001, the Coa-
lition won 50 per cent of the
long-term Senate places with
42 per cent of the Senate vote
cast in the six states.

In other words, the Senhate
electoral system is not one of
proportional  representation.
People call me a pedant when I
say this, but I insist on calling
the system “semi-proportional”.

Why, therefore, i3 the Coa-
lition now so heavily out-
numbered in the Senate and
why will it continue to be until
June 30, 2005? The answer is
that the Coalition performed

<E01004049%
)

appallingly badly at the Octo—
ber 1998 Senate election.

In the 35 Senate elections
contested by “Non-Labor”
since 1910, the lowest ever vote
was the 37.7 per cent for the
Coalition in October 1998.

Consider this piece of calcu-
lation which comes from
Table 3. The Coalition hasg 17
of the 40 short-term senators,
which is 42.5 per cent. That
comes from 37.7 per cent of the
votes cast at the 1998 Senate
election.

Suppose the Coalition goes
to a half-Senate election in
March 2005 and gets 42 per
cent of the vote, It would win 20
of the 40 seats, bringing it up to
38 of the 76 places in all.

It would then be very easy
for it to “pick off” another Mal
Colston and the Coalition Gov-

<

ernment (if it again wins the
House ' of Representatives)
would have de facto majorities
in both houses.

Contrast that with a double-
dissolution election, when in
practice the system does
become one of proportlonal
representation.

An easy calculation tells us
the Coalition would be likely to
have 32 senators following a
double dissolution compared
with 38 following a normal
half-Senate election. i

This is the third Howard
parliament and history will
record that double-dissolution
triggers were established in all
three of them. In no case,
however, was the Government
stupid enough to press the
trigger it created for itself.

What, then, are we to say

about this latest piece of “bor-
der protection” legislation?
Simple. This is merely the
latest in a long line of populist
stunts on that subject, stage-
managed by the Liberal Party
for its own electoral benefit.
The humanitarian senators
know that as well as I do —
which is why this latest piece of
policy pretence will be treated
with the contempt it deserves.
The Government will, how-
ever, be given propaganda to
use against the Senate. That
may well be quite helpful
towards it having those 38 sen-
ators three years from now.

Assodiate professor Malcolm
Mackerras teaches in the
school of politics at the
Australian Defence Force
Academyin Canberra.

Stanton fellinto -
 of warrant officer
for the Austr
' Administrative Unitand it

. the middle of the war in the:-

in the Trobriand Islands, living+
inthé goveriiment station: In.
 the week before this entry;
Stantoii had been patrolling the
islands to retrieve any airmen~
inthe Battle of the Coral -

wsus of thee:
111996, The War

? pubhshed byAllen & Unwin.

;:EddleAllan Stanton’sstory TR

an New Guinea .
happened ta fand him right m) =

Pac:flc. He was based in Losuia- ‘

usmgthe tlmeé; :

; d .
} Dlarles of Eddie Allan Stanton .

dited by Hank Nel d
wasedited by Hank Nelson an . Moresby. For the same reason

July 11942
- Our tnp, outsida rough

eathier, was uneventful. We
 kepta watch on any islands we
“passed for flares, which would
signify that airmen had landed.
 Aeroplane activity seems to be
 increasing. Yesterday, we heard
the hum of engines fornearly

- an hour. Today aeroplane :
‘engines were heard at:

1 10:15am & 11.15:The radlo
‘announces that Salamaua had
én raided by a body of Allied
troops, killing 60 Japanese; on
Sunday night. We have been

| expectingt this for months. -

 WAR ON OUR DOORSTEP

The diaries

. Whilst at Waigani at the end of

April, | heard that 400 of our .
troops had marched overland’
to Wau for such a purpose. With
them were Lieut. J. Marsh and
Sgt D. Neil. American coloured
troops had landed in Port

this, also, wasn’t mentioned.
Timber from the Coral Sea
Battle still arrives. Most of itis

being washed up at Kitava and

thé large quantity shows that
the Japanese had intended to
build a township at Port
Moresby. We are building
houses for the natives with it.
I've got a native carpenter,
Kalitoni, to make me two patrol
boxesfromit. :

» Send diary submissions to
War Diaries, The Australian,
GPO Box 4162, Sydney, NSW,
2001 or emait
special@theaustralian.com.au.
Do not send original material.
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Australians are eating more, exercising less. . . and
becoming dangerously fat. What we might need is
a ‘fattax’, writes Ean Higgins

Cuppa coffee,

Bella please, Bella please,
While | watch those )
Women tease. Women tease
Thin young men whose
Baggy knees, baggy knees,
Prove their owners devotees.

9 John Simons '

Rowe Street Blues or Life at the Llncoln 1950

N old picture from a scrapbook says

it all — lean, athletic young men

and women who were the bohem-
ian intellectuals of the post-war
generation, hanging out at Sydney’'s trend-
iest coffee lounge of the day, The Lincoln.

Not an inch of fat, not a double chin to be seen,
no cheeseburgers or thickshakes in sight.

George Clarke, a well-known Sydney architect
and town planner, was one of the thin young men
who frequented The Lincoln, founded by naval
officer John Barry.

“That was in the middle of postwar austerity
after we'd suffered through the world depression
in the 1930s and World War I1,” Clarke says.

“We didn't have cars, we didn't have TV,and we
didn't have takeaways except for the classic fish
and chips. We had trams, people walked a lot
more, and they ate less food. If you were a
bohemian in those days, you survived on white
bread and tea.”

Just over 50 years on, Austraha has changed
from one of the fittest countries in the Western
world to a nation of porkers. Just compare the
picture of The Lincoln in the late 1940s with the
scene in your local cafe or beach.

- Obesity is now described as an epidemic and,
incidentally, it's the university-educated classes
who are slipping back in exercise at the fastest
rate as they scrabble to move up the career
ladder.

Last week’s report by the Australian Institute
of Health and Welfare tells the story in numbers.
About 65 per cent of men and 45 per cent of
women weigh more than they should.

Those defined as obese — where serious health
risks are present — rose from 9 per cent of men in
1980 to 19 per cent in 2000, and the level of obesity
among women rose from 8 per cent to 22 per cent
over those years.

No one is disputing the extent of the problem,
and many experts rank it with tobacco as the
nation’s biggest health issue.

What is, however, fiercely debated is what to do
about it. The division comes down to a classic
philosophical question: are individuals respon-
sible for their own health, should government act
to change their behaviour, or should industry be
held to account, if necessary through goy ernment
regulation?

“#The question is whether we begin to intervene
in people’s lives,” says Mark Hargreaves, head of
the school of health sciences at Deakin University.

“We might say yes, and look at the sort of

* Fromi stick to thick: These cafe patrons are typmal of people of their
times, slim, but modern ways have led to a blow-out, right

Picture courtesy of Clifford Barry, son of the late John Barry,
proprietor of The Lincoln

incentives and disincentives that have been used
to modify people's behaviour in tobacco usage.”

Thesé could range, Hargreaves $ays, from
targeted taxes and subsidies on different types of
foods, to tax incentives for companies to put extra
stairwells in buildings, to increasing petrol taxes
and making more bicycle lanes.

Some of the approaches are radical — Tas-
manian Liberal senator Guy Barnett told The

No one is disputing the extent of the problem, and many experts

ranl¢ it with tobacco as the nation’s biggest health issue

Australian that if efforts to make the food
industry accountable fail, we might impose a “fat
tax” in the form of a punitive GST on items high
in fat.

“Ithink it has to be an option worth considering
if we do not get the required health results in the
near future,” he says.

advertising.

In the meantime Barnett, a lawyer and diabetic,
wants fast-food vendors to infroduce better disclos-
ure of what is in their products, and health warnings
similar to those imposed on the tobacco trade,

Station hands: Clockwise from above, Mick Ferry, first re
James Dibble reading a news bulletin in 1956; Aun Jacg

uIar race-caller in Australia, in 1925;
aka Grahame Bond, in 1972; This
Day Tonightin 1974 with, from left, Peach, june Hefferman and Tony Joyce

HEN your favourite aunty
reaches humankind’s rule-of-
thumb lifespan of three-score
years and 10, you usually
treat her gently. A 70-year-old Aunty,
which is what the ABC becomes at 8pm
this evening, can often tend toward
frailty.

“To the contrary, we have a new sense
of vigour and vibrancy,” the broad-
caster’s managing director, Russell Bald-
ing, told The Australian last night. “Our
television performance is much better
than this time last year. Radio is perform-
ing at record levels. Online is successful.
We have every reason to believe we're
going to remain extremely relevant.”

Quite how the tax-funded, BBC-
inspired national broadcaster has
reached 70 must remain a mystery. It has
been 70 years of highs and lows, punctu-
ated by intense political, ideological and
philosophical debate over whether the
ABC is biased to the Left, whether it's
really necessary and how much money it
should get. It's a debate which has
frequently drowned out at least part of
what the commission corporation actu-
ally does.

From the polished tones of its first
announcer — Conrad Charlton, as he
introduced the then prime minister,
Joseph Lyons, on Friday July 1, 1932 —
the ABC has had a dual pressure, It's
pressure with which other broadcasters
don’t have to contend. It must conform to
a charter, effectively requiring it to be all
things to all people, while — simultan-

These should be both “positive”, in the form of
encouraging a balanced diet, and ‘negative”,
sayirig that excessive consumption of high-fat
items “will make you sick and unhealthy"

Barnett says the whole issue is so serious that a
national task force should be created involving
industry, health officials, education groups and
the federal, state and local governments. ‘

Doctors also have corporate Australia in their

sights. Ten days ago, the Australian Divisions of
General Practice met the Australian Food and
Grocery Council to present their call for a
children’s happy hour free of junk féod television

Under the doctors’ plan, manufacturers would
agree to a voluntary code in which they would not
advertise products such as ice-cream, sweets and
chips from 4pm to 7pm.

Divisions of General Practice spokeswoman
" Jennifer Doggett says the food giants were “not

_above all — cricket commentary.

Features

terribly receptive”, adding that if the food makers
don’t come to the party voluntarily, the doctors,
will call on the federal Government to legislate.

According to the food and grocery council's
scientific and technical director, David Roberts,
there is no evidence that advertising makes
children eat more fatty foods, or even that it’s the
Junk food that is making them fat.

He cites two studies in Sweden, where a ban on
advertising food in children’s TV viewing t1me
was introduced in 1991.

- The studies chart the average weight of the
18-year-old male age group between 1981 and 1997.
In terms of the body mass index, a ratio of height
to weight (see box), the results show a steady

~ upward trend, going from 21.67 in 1981 to 22.04 in
1991, when the advertising ban was introduced,
and continuing on to 22.8 in 1997,

“If you put those on a chart, it shows a curve
that'’s rising, just the same as in the rest of the
Western world,” Roberts says.
related to the number of hours those people are
sitting around watching the TV or playing
computer games, rather than anything that's
actually being advertised on TV.”

Roberts also points out that the federal Govern-
ment's own studies show that while children have

“It’s probably

’(T 8 squared) at24.7..

EA!.TH experts and fatfarmsusea
easure that prowdes a general guide to
ryou are carrying too much welght

N 43 the body mass index.

M works out, after dividing 80 by 3 24

range. According to the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare, aBMl of Iess than 18.5is

“If that’s the

.human beings have always eaten when

eously — blocking its collective ear to a
cacophony of ABC-related contention
which can come close to hysteria.

“It’s a pressure that will, and should,
always be there,” Balding says. “I never
walk away from that debate because, so
long as we're delivering value for money,
it's a debate I'm very happy to have. The
pressures arise from the nature of our
formation and the source of our funding.
And we should be able to have these
debates and conduct them in an open
and transparent manner. T'll certainly
not tire of putting forward the argu-
ments for public broadcasting.”

Until ABC television materialised in
November 1956, the ABC consisted of
radio. They were the days of Jim David-
son’s ABC Dance Band, the Argonauts
Club, The Lawsons, Blue Hills and —
As
Churchill might have put it: never in the
history of a sports-loving nation have so
many owed so much to so few with so
much imagination. As ball-by-ball cable
text informed the commentator —
usually and famously Alan McGilvray —

of the ferocity of the batsman's stroke, a _

pencil was rapped close to the micro-
phone to give the illusion of Bradman or
Hutton smashing a boundary. Ken
Inglis’'s classic history of the national
broadcaster, This Is The ABC, noted:
“Since the English Tests of 1926, broad-
casters in Australia had been exploiting
the fact that play began at 8.30pm in
eastern Australia, far too late for the
afternoon papers, and ended at 3.30am,

too late for all but the final editions of the
morning papers.”

Television exposed the broadcaster to
myriad new political pressures. It also
exposed politicians to new pressures. The
ABC quickly moved to establish sharp-
edged current affairs such as Four Cor-
ners (1961), Monday Conference and the
fabled This Day Tonight (1967), univer-
sally recognised as TDT. TDT, which was
subsequently to metamorphose into
Nationwide and The 7.30 Report, con-
sciously set out to be disconcerting. Its
iconoclastic, no-nonsense style was based
loosely on the BBC’s Tonight program
and the groundwork for its existence was

it has been 70 years of highs
and lows, punctuated by
intense political, ideological
and philosophical debate

laid largely by the then director of
television, Ken Watts.

Compered by Bill Peach, it brought
broadcasting luminaries such as Peter
Luck, Stuart Littlemore, Gerald Stone,
Mike Willesee, Richard Carleton, Allan
Hogan and Caroline Jones into the living
room for the first time. Inglis noted:
“Within a few weeks reviewers were
writing about TDT with admiration and
ratings were high. News stories, the
critics said, were being followed up

promptly, thoroughly and with verve.

. technicians

A favourite Aunty turns 70 i}

Seventy years on, the ABC may be Balding, but, as Errol Simper reports, it’s still live and kicking

Funny pieces were often funny and
sometimes had bite. Public faces were
interviewed with an unfamiliar Iack o£
deference, even with cheek.”

been increasing their energy intake (by 10 per cent,
between 1985 and 1995 among 10 to 15-year-olds,
according to a study last year), it's not at all clear .
that fatty foods are responsible. While consump- -
tion of a range of foods including cereals rose,
‘consumption of fat and cholesterol did not.

To the suggestlon that there is no direct link
between advertising a particular product and
overall consumption, Doggett says:
case, it makes you wonder why they spend so much
money on advertising.”

While an advertising ban is not the be-all and
end-al], says Doggett, “advertising makes it harder
for parents to get the right message to their
children”.

Part of that message i3, of course, more exercise.

A number of observers suggest that the
increased emphasis placed on academic perform-
ance — by schools, parents and students them-
selves — has been at the expense of sports.

In NSW, a 1997 study of state schools found that
out-of-school physical activity had markedly
declined over the years, leading the department's
directorgeneral, Ken Boston, to recommend a
minimum of two hours a week of physical activity

- in the eurriculum. S

In the end, many health experts believe there is
no quick fix and that the ultimate issue is
attitudinal — we need to get back to the sort of
values held by Clarke and his lean mates in the
Lincoln, and that will involve a long, slow battle in
public education. ,

“I honestly don’t know if there is any one bad guy
in here,” says Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare expert Paul Magnus.

“We have to change our own evolutxonary
instincts..
they have the opportunity, and they don’t want to -
expend excess energy. I effect, we have been on a
rmsswn to stop moving, and it all adds up.”

™

Actor Max Gillies was a guest at,

birthday-eve celebrations at the ABC's
Sydney headquarters last night and his
appearance was apt. The Gillles Report
introduced Australian television audi:
ences to an abrasive brand of satire,
ploneered in Britain during the mid-
1960s. Aunty Jack, Mother And Son and’
Australia You're Standing In It were also
successful, albeit more conventional,
comedy. Countdown wasn't comedy, but
who could be absolutely sure? There have
been some dramatic drama flops.
Equally, the ABC has been a valued
training forum for aspiring actors and
and it was generously.
rewarded via the enormous success of the
offbeat SeaChange.

Strangely, Balding will celebrate the
broadcaster’s 70th anniversary in the

.NSW rural setting of Wagga Wagga.

Why Wagga? Balding says he wants to

send a message that one of the broad-
caster’s great strengths ig its “regional

spread”. The ABC isn't, he says, Just' :

about the capital cities.
Given staunch, solid, consxstent,
blessed National Party support for Aunty

over many years, Balding’s journey to’ s

Wagga stamps him as a pragmatic man.
Not that anyone who has lived for any
length of time in the bush would take

serious issue with his birthday priorities.

See the Media section on Thursday
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